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Help for homeless
was stupendous
Carole Mottaz
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Anti-business
laws hurt 
Pierce County
Tony Huppert
Spring Valley
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Claims school 
data doesn’t
always compute
Peggy Steffl
town of Clifton
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EDITORIAL

Cheering for
super finish
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The outcome of that bitter dispute 2 1/2 years ago shows

that many fans, including those at this paper, clearly aren’t
football gurus. No. 4, Brett Favre, after retiring, unretiring,
etc., was sent packing to the New York Jets before he fina-
gled his way later to join the Vikings. 

Meanwhile, the Green Bay Packers anointed Aaron
Rodgers, No. 12, as the quarterback of the future. He played
so well that the future became the now.

It was Rodgers who ended up leading The Pack to a
home-opener victory Sept. 8, 2008, against the Vikings. He
hasn’t looked back. Neither have the Packers.

Both kept getting better. They returned to the NFC champi-
onship three years after Favre threw his last pass for Green
Bay — actually, we must qualify that by saying that Favre
threw his last interception for Green Bay. That interception
against the New York Giants in the 2008 NFC championship
kept the Packers from reaching the Super Bowl.

But in 2011, Rodgers and the Packers won the NFC title
by beating the Chicago Bears. Most of us in River Falls — we
can’t vouch for all of the Viking fans in our midst — will be
cheering deliriously for No. 12 and The Pack to finish off an
amazing comeback season with a Super Bowl championship.

But win or lose, what a great ride it’s been for Packer
fans. Again, we’re not football gurus, but with No. 12 taking
the snaps, we predict many more great seasons ahead for
the Green Bay Packers.

Forward thinking
River Falls

Just as the Green Bay Packers planned for the future by
drafting and then eventually replacing a spectacular aging
quarterback with Aaron Rodgers, the city of River Falls is
doing the same with a 100-acre-plus land purchase for a
future business park.

The city already has a solid industrial park and a newer
corporate park. But because there are few vacancies, neither
has space to lure a bigger company with needs of eight
acres or more. Some prospective tenants have thus been
turned away.

Located between county roads M and MM, the proposed
new business park just west of River Falls will have decent
road connections and be relatively easy to hook up to munici-
pal utilities. 

An environmental fund related to a landfill closing can be
tapped for the property’s purchase. That means the city
won’t have to plunge into debt to buy the acreage needed to
start a third business park.

Industrial/corporate development spurs the local tax base
and brings jobs. That kind of development is needed
because residential development doesn’t add enough to the
tax base to support the city’s basic needs.

With the Twin Cities so close, River Falls will always have a
sizable share of commuters. Even so, having employment
opportunities in one’s hometown reflects on a community
that is growing and vibrant.

Assuming that the environmental fund can be replenished
to cover future landfill needs, we say City Administrator Scot
Simpson and the City Council have made a wise investment
in the future health of River Falls.  
� 10-20: I’d say ‘more than 8’ cuz the 10-20 is a general

example Scot used of land shoppers, but really, if anybody
wanted more than 8, RF could not accommodate them –
could be way bigger than 20 or a little less than 10 – we’d
have to say no either way. 
� One more thing they said repeatedly during this long

process is that RF NEEDS this type of corporate and industri-
al development because residential development does not
come close to generating enough tax base to support the
city’s needs – it might be good to remind people of that.

Show us by winning
The current Green Bay Packers need to win the big one

Sunday before fans elevate them to one of the elite teams in
team history. The Journal’s online poll question asked: WWhhiicchh
iiss  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  SSuuppeerr--BBoowwll--bboouunndd  GGrreeeenn  BBaayy  PPaacckkeerr  tteeaamm??

As of 1 p.m. Tuesday, early results were: 1996 Packers
led by Brett Favre, Antonio Freeman, LeRoy Butler, Reggie
White and Desmond Howard, 45.7%; 1966 Packers led by
Bart Starr, Jerry Kramer, Herb Adderley, Ray Nitchke and
Willie Davis, 34.3%; and the 2010 Packers led by Aaron
Rodgers, Greg Jennings, Donald Driver, Clay Matthews and
Charles Woodson, 20%.

To vote, go to www.riverfallsjournal.com.
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